FIRST OVER EVEREST
swiftly across the granite hills with their amethyst shadows, the
clamour of conflicting races and chattering guides, the tawdry
display of man-made monuments that disfigure so many of
the sacred sites upon the ground, are forgotten or remain
unseen. Simplicity counts again. An aerial view of Palestine
can bring a clearer sense of its religious reality and its emo-
tional reactions, than can many days spent visiting such places
in detail. Gone is the shadow of the donkey and the dragoman;
in its stead there is a sense of wings.
The Holy Land can best be visualised in die air as the largest
oasis in the world, saved from the clutching fingers of the
encroaching desert by the Jordan river, that, rising in a cave in
Mount Hermon, flows to an unknown end deep in the under-
world of the Dead Sea. On one side is the fierce halation of the
desert, on the other the gender influence of the sea. But it is
only in modern times that the men who go down to the sea
in ships have outnumbered those who looked to the Arabian
hinterland and die vanished Empires of Hittite, Egyptian and
Assyrian.
Palestine to-day has few trees. This is due to the fact that
the Turk once taxed trees, with the result that the needy
inhabitants cut them down. Jerusalem itself, capital of Crusaders
and Christians, is grey and grim, as befits a town rebuilt so
many times and that has withstood so many terrible sieges.
The chief work nowadays is given by earthquakes. All over this
part of the world aeroplanes will be die policemen of die future.
Leaving behind the shining green dome of the mosque of
Omar, the last landmark to be seen in Jerusalem, the party flew
over Jericho and the mountains of Moab making for Amman,
the British Air Force station at the beginning of the Baghdad
route. This was the first landing at a British aerodrome since
die start of the flight from Heston.
Amman is an up-to-date station full of flowers, fresh vege-
tables and cheerful English voices. King Abdullah, the ruler of
Transjordania, an enlightened potentate, has a large white
house on a hill, built for him by the British Government.